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From the Archives
Moruya Examiner Address Book
The address book is a 17 cm by 25 cm exercise book dating
from 1885. It has been transcribed and the full list of names
appearing in the book can be downloaded from our web site.
www.mdhs.org.au/pdfs/Lists/AddressBook.pdf
The list of subscribers contains 431 entries. The majority
were from the Moruya district but many former residents
liked to keep in touch with local matters and had a
subscription, a few from well known local families are listed
below.
John Walter, Crookwell
Mrs P. Staunton, Commercial Hotel Walgett
Ernest Mort Esq, Clergy’s School, Leeds Yorkshire
Businesses who advertised in the paper also took out
subscriptions such as Professor Holloway whose paper was sent via Gordon and Gotch Melbourne, the
newspaper and magazine distributor. The popularity and profitability of Holloway’s pills and ointments is said
to be ascribed less to their ingredients and more to Holloway's enormous expenditure on advertising (£5,000 a
year in 1842, rising to £50,000 in 1883) and to his ingenious promotional methods.1
Another interesting address in the book is that of H.B. Hubbard - New Haven, Connecticut, America. Hubbard
was a very successful advertising man in the 1870’s in New Haven and also published some newspapers. He is
remembered mainly for his publication of a 3 volume 3,000 page listing of every newspaper and bank in the
world at the time. He was also the advertising representative for each of those newspapers and had assembled
the information through the mails, missionaries and U.S. consulates.
Below is an extract from his Newspaper Directory of 1880 showing some of the NSW Newspapers he collected.
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Sample page from the Address Book

It is hoped that when the Moruya Examiner was published they did not make the grammatical
errors highlighted in the following advertisements.
“Wanted a steady young man to look after a horse of the Methodist persuasion.”
“For Sale – A piano by a lady about to cross the channel in an oak case with carved legs.”
“Lost! – A small lady’s watch with a white face; also, two ivory young ladies work-boxes. A
mahogany gentleman’s dressing case, and a small pony belonging to a young lady with a silver
mane and tail.”
“Lost! Wallet belonging to a gentleman made of calf’s skin.” (Source: Queenslander 17 October
1868.)
Maybe the authors of the advertisements could have benefited with some lessons from Moruya school
children. The following is a page from the school book of Ilma Walters in 1905.
Parsing a sentence is the process of breaking down and analyzing each grammatical component.
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Ilma Walter’s exercise on Parsing

18

